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MARGUERITE OF FBANCE,

SECOND QUEEN CONSORT OF EDWAKD I.

/^ RIEF in the energetic mind of our great Edward assumed the
v3T character of intense activity; but after he had done more in
funeral mementoes than any of liis predecessors, he sank into a
morbid melancholy. One 01 our metrical chroniclers emphatically
records,

His solace all was reft since she was from him gone,

On fell things he thought, and waxed heavy as lead,

1               For sadness him o'ermastered since Eleanor was dead.

This forlorn state lasted full four years, when he demanded the
hand of Blanche la Belle, eldest sister of Philip le Bel, king oi
France. Yery solicitous was the widower king to learn by his
ambassadors whether the features of the French princess were as
handsome as report declared; likewise he inquired as to the perfect
form of her hands and feet, and the turn of her waist, not for-
getting her taste in dress.

After he had been convinced that she was the fairest princess
in the world, his brother Edmund, who had wedded the dowager-
queen of Navarre, and was negotiating the marriage treaty, was
in consternation at finding the name of Marguerite, a younger
sister of only eleven years, was substituted instead of Blanche.
Edward I. in vain remonstrated, and insisted on wedding the
maturer beauty. Nevertheless he got no redress. Although he
was sisiy, and had no time to lose, he was actually left half
married to Marguerite. He declared war on her brother, and beat
him, which did not soothe his crosses in love; but his endeavours
to conquer the Scotch gave his warlike energies employment
enough. Baliol, one of the Scotch competitors in whose favour
he had declared, after some years of contest gave up his claims in
f avour of Edward L, to the indignation of the Scotch people. They
had, with the aid of their great champion Wallace, expelled or slain
all the officials put bylhe English government in the name of the
queen Margaret, and declared their independence. The